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may have changed from common lands to garden lands, or vice versa, the requisite alterations are made and agreed to. If none of these things are required, he holds the same lands on the same rent as the year before. In either case he receives a pottah (agreement to rent) under the hand of the Camavisdar: a paper specifying the lands and rent of each ryot in the village is also signed "by the Collector and deposited with the Tullatee. Each ryot then becomes security for his neighbour's payment of the revenue, but this ceremony is reckoned nearly nugatory. The Patell also furnishes security (generally that of another Patell) for his not embezzling the collections. There is then no more to do till the revenue com.es to be paid. Formerly two-thirds of the revenue was paid before the crops were ripe, and the money must have been borrowed at heavy interest by the ryots; but now no demand is made till the crops are cut; one-half is then paid before the grain can be removed, the rest is paid after the sale of the whole or part of the produce. When any failure has taken place, a remission is made to the individual sufferer after an examination of his field by a Government officer.
"This system was first introduced in 1817-18. There are several Purgunnahs to which it was only extended during the last revenue year, and in some it has not yet been completed. Each man's land was measured, and his rent fixed at the sum which he had paid in the preceding year. The great advantage of the plan is the clear view it gives the Collector of the real state of his district, thus enabling him to adapt any increase or remission of the revenue to the actual circumstances of each individual, and also putting it in his power to detect and check any undue exaction which may be practised upon the ryot."
After a few remarks on the comparative advantages of the ryatvdri and village systems of settlement, the Minute goes on to say that nothing could be more complete than the state of the Tuldtis' books, which contained every information contemplate.*! by the Regulations; that although the writer did not consider the general condition of the people prosperous, lie did not in any way ascribe it to the new system, but was persuaded that the measures in progress would go far to relieve the Government from the system inherited from their predecessors, " The great ob-